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New Virginia Laws Advance Equal
Justice on July 1st

Several important new Virginia laws take effect on July 1, 2026. Together, these reforms
move the Commonwealth closer to a legal system that works for everyone—not just
those with resources, legal representation, or the ability to navigate unnecessary

procedural barriers.

Courthouse Access Without Giving Up Your Phone

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Cousins addresses a simple but serious barrier to
justice: courthouse policies that prevented members of the public from bringing
electronic devices into court. For people representing themselves, a phone may be the
only way to access evidence, contact family, arrange transportation, coordinate
childcare, or communicate about work and safety needs.

Effective July 1, courts may still set reasonable rules for the possession and use of
devices, but they must adopt policies that account for the reality that meaningful access
to court often depends on access to basic technology. This change helps ensure that
Virginians are not shut out of their own cases simply because they need their phone.

Medical Debt Protection Act

The Medical Debt Protection Act, sponsored by Delegate Delaney, was enacted in 2025,
but its effective date was delayed until July 1, 2026.

Hospitals and debt collectors must follow certain rules before they can sue a patient or
sell medical debt to a debt buyer. Before taking either action, they must:

o Wait at least 120 days after the due date on the final bill.



« Send awritten notice first. The notice must explain whether financial help is
available, include a simple summary of the hospital’s financial assistance policy,
and state what action they plan to take.

o Give the patient at least 30 days after sending the notice before taking action.
During that time, the patient can ask them to prove the debt is valid and apply for

financial assistance.

Tenants Get a Fairer Chance to Defend Their Homes

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Callsen and Senator Boysko makes eviction law more
practical and more just. Effective July 1, tenants facing eviction for nonpayment of rent
will be able to raise serious housing conditions—such as unsafe, unhealthy, or
uninhabitable conditions—as a defense in the eviction case itself.

Previously, tenants often had to file a separate legal action to assert these rights, an
unrealistic burden for many people, especially those without lawyers. This reform
recognizes that no one should lose their home without being able to tell the court that
the landlord failed to provide a safe place to live.

Low-Income Tenants Gain Meaningful Access to Appeals

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Hope removes a major barrier for low-income
tenants appealing eviction judgments from general district court to circuit court. The
law ensures that eligible low-income tenants can have their appeal bond waived.

For many tenants, the appeal bond requirement functioned as an absolute barrier,
effectively denying appellate review simply because they could not afford to pay. This
reform helps ensure that the right to appeal is not reserved only for those who can
afford the price of admission.

Survivors of Violence Receive Stronger Housing Protections

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Schmidt removes rigid requirements that made it
harder for survivors of domestic violence and family abuse to protect their housing. The
law eliminates unnecessary notification barriers that failed to reflect the realities

survivors face in the aftermath of abuse.



Survivors should not be punished or displaced because of violence committed against
them. By removing unfair hurdles, this reform helps ensure that tenants can assert their
rights and remain safely housed.

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Dougherty further strengthens protections for
survivors by clarifying that courts may order housing-related relief in family abuse
protective orders. Judges may require a respondent to pay or contribute to rent or
mortgage payments and maintain utility services for a residence where the survivor has

been granted possession.

This clarification matters because many survivors seeking protective orders are not
represented by attorneys and may not know how to request the financial relief they
need to stay safely housed. This law gives courts clearer authority to provide practical
protections that can make safety possible.

More Time to Pay Rent Before Eviction

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Price and Senator Rouse gives tenants more time to
pay rent if they miss the due date because of unexpected expenses. Residential
landlords must now wait 14 days after giving tenants a “pay or quit” notice before filing

an eviction case in court. That is nine days longer than the prior requirement.

Tenants Have More Options for Paying Rent

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Tran, Senator Ebbin, and Senator Bennett-Parker
requires landlords to accept payments of rent and security deposits by check or money
order. Landlords must provide a receipt for all payments made by cash or money order,
and they cannot charge a processing fee that exceeds the fee they actually pay.

Eviction Diversion Programs

Legislation sponsored by Delegate McClure and Senator Locke authorizes an optional
eviction diversion program that any general district court can implement. The program
allows eligible tenants to enter a payment plan to pay off their debt to their landlord
over a three-month period, with the eviction case dismissed once all payments are
made.



Tenant Payment Plans

Legislation sponsored by Senator Bennett-Parker requires landlords, excluding small

landlords, to offer payment plans to tenants who owe no more than one month’s rent.

Local Governments Can Go After Slumlords

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Price and Senator Aird gives local governments
greater legal tools to force landlords to make their properties safe and habitable.

Paying for Repairs

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Tran provides that landlords may not charge tenants
for maintenance to rental units unless the repairs are needed because of a tenant’s

violation of the lease or the law.

Manufactured Home Community Residents Have Greater Rights

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Krizek strengthens rights for residents of

manufactured home communities.

« Residents of these communities have a right of first refusal when the owner of
their community plans to sell.

« Landlords must renew annual lot leases unless the resident has violated the lot
lease or the law in a way that would allow the landlord to evict them.

o Owners must list on the first page of the lease all charges residents must pay.

Bank Account Garnishments

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Hernandez and Senator Van Valkenburg protects
people from having all their funds frozen after a creditor gets a judgment for a debt
owed. At least $1,000 will remain available to the bank account holder—and more if the
bank can identify funds in the account that cannot be taken by a creditor, such as
unemployment benefits or child support payments.



Wage Garnishments for State and Local Taxes

Legislation sponsored by Delegate Hernandez ends the days of taking a person’s entire
paycheck for a tax debt! Both state and local tax collection is limited to 25% of wages.
For state tax debt collection, the taxpayer must also be allowed to keep at least $510.80
per week.

Get free answers about healthcare,
housing, loans, family,and more on
VirginiaLawHelp.org

We updated Virginialawhelp.org with these new laws. Because legal knowledge is

power. Virginia Law Help is your public library for legal information in Virginia. Our
tools and information help you understand and manage your legal problems.
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